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 First developed  and adopted in 1971 by the 
Three Rivers Coordinating Council (now 
known as the Northeastern Indiana Regional 
Coordinating Council), the City of Fort 
Wayne, the City of New Haven, and Allen 
County
 The purpose was to provide a corresponding 
set of access standards governing driveway
connections to public streets and roads




 Over the years, the manual has been 
updated to reflect new laws and 
standards
 The current manual still follows the 
format used in the 1987 update of the 
manual which was modeled after the 
Colorado State Highway Access Code 
and its recent updates
 The current manual was last updated in 
2005, with a revision in 2006 




 To establish guidelines for the location 
and design of driveways providing 
access from public streets and highways 
to developments on abutting properties
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 Who uses the Access Standards Manual
 The Responsible Authority
The City of Fort Wayne, the City of New 
Haven, and the Allen County Highway 
Department
 Developers and Engineers
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 Key Elements of the Access 
Standards Manual
 Corridor / Intersection Protection 
Guidelines
 Driveway Spacing Requirements
 Property Line Clearance Requirements
 Corner Clearance Requirements
 Radii Requirements
 Turn Lane Criteria
 Traffic Studies
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 Corridor / Intersection Protection Guidelines
To ensure safety standards and reduce congestion, a 
full access that will serve a development 
(commercial, industrial, and residential 
developments), that is either directly off of a major 
roadway or off of a roadway that intersects with a 
major roadway or the ramps of that roadway, is 
recommended to be located no less than 1,000 feet 
from the nearest intersection.
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 Corridor / Intersection Protection Guidelines 
(Cont.)
The distance of 1,000 feet allows for adequate 
turning storage and deceleration tapers for both the 
roadway and development (a typical 45 mph speed 
limit would require 960 feet of taper and storage, 
which is the combined distance for the major 
roadway and the development entrance). 
Accesses limited to right turns into and out of the 
development may be permitted within the 1,000 feet 
when deemed appropriate by the Responsible 
Authority.  
The corridors that have been designated as major 
roadways are provided in the following map
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 Driveway Spacing Requirements
No direct access drive to an arterial should be located 
within the operational area of an intersection
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 Property Line Clearance Requirements
A minimum property clearance should be considered 
so that vehicles can exit one driveway and safely 
enter the adjacent driveway
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 Corner Clearance Requirements
Corner Clearance on Intersecting Streets. Small 
corner clearance will result in a high probability that 
an access drive to a minor street will be blocked by 
vehicles stopped at the intersection. Blockage of an 
ingress maneuver presents a serious operational 
problem. When there are numerous turns from the 
major street to the minor street, traffic backup may 
extend into the intersection and seriously interfere 
with traffic movement on the major street.
The following figures give suggested minimum 
dimensions for design for signalized and stop-sign 
intersection control.
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 Turn Lane Criteria
 Determined by right and left turn lane 
criteria charts
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Typical Approach of an Undivided Roadway
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 Traffic studies, when requested, will follow 
guidelines for submission according to INDOT 
standards or the City of Indianapolis 
Applicant’s manual.
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